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1) The author(s) have submitted the above manuscript (the ‘Article’) for consideration for publication by Episteme Health Inc.,
subject to academic peer review and editorial decision-making.
2) Subject to editorial acceptance and decision to publish, the
author(s) grant Episteme Health Inc. (the ‘Licensee’) a nonexclusive, irrevocable, worldwide license to reproduce, publish,
distribute, transmit, preserve, and store the Article, in print, electronic, or any other form or medium of intellectual or scholarly
communication that currently exists or may be developed in the
future. If this agreement is terminated prior to publication, this
section shall not take effect.
3) The author(s) grant to any person obtaining a copy of the Article, the right to use the Article in accordance with the terms of
the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC
BY 4.0), unless an alternative choice is indicated below:
Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International
License (CC BY-SA 4.0)
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License and (at end user’s option) Scientific Use License
(CC BY-NC 4.0 + SUL)
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike
4.0 International License and (at end user’s option) Scientific
Use License (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 + SUL)
CC0 1.0 Universal Public Domain Dedication (CC0 1.0)
Another license that meets employer/funder requirements.
Please
specify:

4) The author(s) authorise the Licensee to distribute the metadata of the Article for free use by any party for any purpose using
a CC0 1.0 Universal Public Domain Dedication or similar license.
For the purposes of this agreement, metadata refers to information about the article such as author details, title, journal, publication date, funding details, and references as defined by Crossref metadata schema and other scholarly communication services
and libraries.
5) The author(s) retain the copyright in the Article and may exercise any of those rights that they have not granted exclusively to
the Licensee, including but not limited to, reproduction, distribution, adaptation, or sublicensing. The author(s) retain the right to
archive or republish any version, including the final published version, of the Article on their personal website, institutional repository, subject repository, or in any other publication or medium of
their choice at any time prior to or after publication.
6) The author(s) retain responsibility for considering permissions requests from third parties.

7) In the event that the author(s) cannot be contacted using contact information listed in the Article or available on their current
institution’s website(s) for more than three weeks, the Licensee
(or its appointee) may consider permission requests and receive
the full amount of any payments or royalties for the permissions
granted while the author(s) are unavailable.
8) The author(s) warrant and represent that:
a) The author(s) are the sole copyright owners or have been authorised by the copyright owner(s) to assign the rights described
in this agreement.
b) The Article does not infringe on any intellectual property
rights such as copyright, rights to use databases, surveys, instruments, trademarks or patents.
c) The Article has not previously been published in any scholarly
journal or book, whether generally considered legitimate or otherwise, or in any other scholarly format. This does not preclude
previous presentation at scholarly conferences, as a preprint, or
as part of an academic thesis.
d) If the Article contains materials from other sources, such as
figures, tables, or text, the Author(s) have obtained written permissions from the appropriate copyright holder(s) to use the materials in the Article and to grant the Licensee the right to publish
the article or the Author(s) warrant that the use is covered by an
exception to copyright, such as fair dealing. Any materials from
other sources must be appropriately identified in the Article along
with their original source and license information.
e) The Article meets the highest standards of scientific and
scholarly integrity and contains no data that has been fabricated,
falsified, or misrepresented, and no text that is plagiarised from
other sources, or quoted or paraphrased without attribution. Any
experimental procedures or observations are faithfully and truthfully described in the Article.
f) Moreover, to the extent necessary, the author(s) have complied with all applicable ethical codes of conduct, especially those
related to research involving animal subjects or human participant and all necessary ethical approvals were obtained.
g) Nothing in the Article is defamatory, libellous, or violates any
human, personal, legal, or moral rights that may potentially expose the Licensee to legal action or adverse publicity.
h) All listed author(s) have made substantial intellectual contributions to the Article in accordance with disciplinary norms, the
guidance of the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors, Committee on Publication Ethics, and the policies of their
institutions, funders, and governments.
i) No person who meets the criteria for authorhip has been excluded from the author list and that each author has agreed to
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their position on the author list.
j) The author(s) have used their legal name or a name by which
they are recognisable in their professional lives. The author(s)
have listed no honourary author, ghost authors, non-existent authors, or hoax authors in the author list.
k) The corresponding author has taken steps to ensure that the
Article and any associated data meets all applicable ethical, disciplinary, or research standards and shall be the guarantor of the
integrity of the Article.
l) Any person mentioned in the Acknowledgements of the Article has agreed to being acknowledged using the text included in
the Article.
9) The author(s) have read, understood and accept the Licensee’s
policies on corrections and other editorial notices, such as expressions of concern and retractions, contained in the Licensee’s author guidelines and elsewhere. Substantive changes to Article content or changes to Article metadata require a public notice describing the change in accordance with the Licensee’s Crossmark Policy.
10) The author(s) agree that if the Licensee becomes aware that
there are substantive concerns about the validity or integrity of
the Article or possible misconduct in relation to the Article (‘Concerns’), then the Licensee may seek to resolve these Concerns by:
a) Procedures outlined by, or based on, the guidance of the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors and/or Committee
on Publication Ethics;
b) Procedures outlined in the Licensee’s policies and procedures,
as updated from time to time;
c) Referring the matter to an author’s institution or employer,
whether past or present; and/or
d) Any other procedures deemed fit by the Licensee.
11) In the course of investigating or seeking to resolve any Concerns, the Licensee may disclose any information that it considers
necessary, including but not limited to the author’s personal information and information from or about the peer review process
and the Concerns about the Article. This information may be disclosed to any person required to resolve these Concerns, including
but not limited to an author’s institution, employer, or funder or
other journals or publishers that have worked with the Author(s).
Prior to making any disclosures, the Licensee will consider relevant guidance from the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors and/or Committee on Publication Ethics, such as the
guidance on Sharing of information among editors-in-chief regarding possible misconduct, as well as the Licensee’s own policies and
procedures.
12) The author(s) agree to disclose or to permit the disclosure of
information regarding disciplinary proceedings or misconduct investigations that are relevant to the Article so that the Licensee
can, at its discretion, publish editorial notices (including retraction) that cite and quote from such proceedings or investigations.
13) The author(s) waive, release and forever discharge, to the
fullest extent possible, the Licensee and/or any of its officers,
agents, employees, volunteers, editors, peer reviewers, and officials from any and all complaints, claims, demands, damages,
costs, fines, judgements or legal action of any type that may arise
from the submission or publication of the Article or for any other
editorial decision, editorial action or editorial notice by the Licensee in connection with the Article.
14) The author(s) agree that in any dispute with the Licensee,
their sole remedy shall be to withdraw the Article if prior to publication or to retract the Article if post-publication.
15) The author(s) agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Licensee and/or any of its officers, agents, employees, volunteers,
editors, peer reviewers, and officials from any and all claims, demands, damages, costs, fines, judgements, or legal action that

may arise from the submission or publication the Article or for any
other editorial decision, editorial action or editorial notice by the
Licensee in connection with the Article.
16) The author(s) shall cooperate with the Licensee should any legal action arise from the publication of the Article, including providing the Licensee access to any relevant documents, records, or
any information in the author(s) possession or that the author(s)
may reasonably control or obtain.
17) The author(s) acknowledge that as the copyright holder they
retain responsibility for initiating any legal action against third
parties that have infringed upon their intellectual property contained in the Article, which will be at their sole expense.
18) If the author(s) breach this agreement or any of the Licensee’s
policies, then the Licensee may decline to publish the Article or
retract the Article if post-publication.
19) This agreement shall be governed by, and construed in accordance with, the federal and state laws applicable in the state of Victoria, Australia.
20) Unless any addenda or alterations to this agreement have been
discussed with the Licensee and agreed to in writing, they do not
form a part of this agreement.
21) To the extent possible, if any provision of this agreement is
deemed unenforceable, it shall be automatically reformed to the
minimum extent necessary to make it enforceable. If the provision cannot be reformed, it shall be severed from this agreement
without affecting the enforceability of the remaining provisions.
22) This agreement may be terminated by either party at any time
prior to publication without penalty. Upon termination of this
agreement, all publication rights described in sections 2-7 revert
to the Author(s). Sections 8-15 and 18-22 shall survive termination of this agreement.
The corresponding author declares that they have been authorised, in writing, to sign on behalf of all authors and can provide
the Licensee with this documentation upon request.
Each author will sign the agreement separately.
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